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The Art of Listening
REV. JIM HUMPHRIES - PASTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Our world today is filled with discord and rancor. Sadly, the church often follows its lead rather than offering an
alternative vision. One important way that we, followers of Jesus, might help relieve the world (and the church) of
some of this bitterness and hostility is by improving our ability to listen to one another.
Much has been written in many different fields recently about the lost art of listening. We in the church also have
much to learn ourselves. A hundred years ago G.K. Chesterton wrote, "There’s a lot of difference between listening
and hearing" To hear is "to perceive with the ear a sound," while listening is defined as "giving one’s attention to a
sound." Chesterton was right. That is a big difference. And it’s in this "giving of our attention," dedicated and
undivided to others that we will begin to learn how to listen well.
Jesus listened well. Though He already knew the needs of those He encountered, He was attentive and listened to
their stories. He took time with blind Bartimaeus, the Samaritan woman at the well, with Mary and Martha, and
others; not just hearing, but listening. And Jesus offers a model for how we might improve our own listening skills.
First, good listeners are fully present: physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. We’re not distracted by our
phones, our own thoughts, our busy schedules, etc. We are focused simply on the other individual. Second, good
listeners have empathy. We do our best to feel the other’s story/problem as if it were our own. This is where many
folks struggle as listeners. Stephen Covey wrote, “Most people do not listen with the intent to understand; they
listen with the intent to reply.” A true empathic listener is less concerned with speaking and fixing someone, than
with seeing the world from the other’s perspective. Third, good listeners maintain composure.
Continued on next page

We are not judgmental or overreacting toward others, but patient. Indeed,
sometimes the best way to listen is simply to offer silence. After all, as Alfred
Brendel reminds us, “The word ‘listen’ contains the same letters as the word
‘silent’.” There’s probably something to that.
In a world (and church) where disunity, debate, and talking over each other
have become the norm, it’s time we educate ourselves in the art of listening.
Truly listening, “giving our attention” to others, can help us see them in a new
light; not as enemies to be defeated, but as fellow human beings created in
God’s image. Indeed, genuine listening is one of our best tools and
opportunities for bringing much-needed change to a culture of division and
anger. As it’s been said, we have two ears and only one mouth; perhaps there’s
good reason for it.

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

"So do not fear, for I am
with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your
God. I will strengthen you
and help you; I will uphold
you with my righteous right
hand."

ISAIAH 41:10

REV. DR. KEVIN TURNER - PASTOR FOR MUSIC AND WORSHIP

As we approach the holidays season, I am grateful for the ways our
worshipping community marks this time. Of course, we will celebrate the cycle
of Advent/Christmas/Epiphany, but I really enjoy the fact that before that
begins, we always take time out to express our gratitude in worship. I am
writing about the annual Harvest Procession. This year, our Harvest Procession
will be on November 20. I still remember my first Harvest Procession after
arriving at DUMC. I could not believe how the bags of groceries filled the entire
chancel floor. Each one of the bags represents a family in our church who went
to the store and purchased food. Even more though, the bags represent a
family in need. Our church supports those families regardless of their political
persuasion, religious affiliation, and without expecting to know their names.
Why do we do this? Why does it matter? Our worshipping community has
decided to do this, quite simply, to show God’s love. I John 4:11 says, “Beloved,
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.” It is not really
an option whether we do this. We are called to love because God first loved us.
And so, we bring our offerings
of food to the altar of worship
to be consecrated to God’s
glory so that others may know
of God’s love. In this time of
rising food prices, I can think of
no better way to share from our
plenty to offer signs of God’s
love. My prayer is that, this
year, our chancel is filled to the
brim with bags of groceries so
that they have to be on the
carpeted floor of our Sanctuary.
May this be a sign of how much
we love.

Sympathy To
Dolores Clouser in the death of
her cousin
The Brock family in the death of
Tina’s brother
The Melton family in the death of
Roy’s mother
The DiGioia family in the death of
Ann’s father
The Guice family in the death of
Scott’s father
The Marion family in the death of
Lisa’s mother

To add your name or that of a
friend or loved one to the DUMC
Intercessory and Clergy Prayer
List, please contact
Sherry Carpenter at
scarpenter@davidsonumc.org or
704-892-8277 ext. 228

An Invitation to "Come Apart"
REV. DIANNE LAWHORN - PASTOR OF EDUCATION

Announcing Our Second Decade of The Big Silence Retreat
When we began The Big Silence Retreat in 2013, we had no
idea that it would become such a blessing to so many. Over
200 people have participated, many returning for multiple
years. As we look forward to the next chapter, some things will
remain familiar while new options will be added. You are still
invited to experience big spaces of solitude and silence in
community for the purpose of tending the inner fire of your
soul. This four-day mostly silent retreat will now be grounded
in the writings of Ruth Haley Barton's Invitation to Solitude
and Silence as well as newer prayer resources and prayer
stations. Perhaps the greatest new feature will be a summer
retreat option. Our retreat dates are January 15 - 18, 2023 and
July 5 - 8, 2023. To register or find out more, visit
www.thebigsilence.org.
Hear what one participant shared about her experience:
"A couple of years ago I attended a workshop at Centenary UMC on centering prayer. I loved the idea of setting aside
time each day to sit quietly and listen to God. For a while, my practice was consistent, but over time I had difficulty
keeping up with a set daily prayer time until I stopped practicing altogether. When I heard about The Big Silence, I
thought maybe this would be a way to try again, although I worried that I would not be able to be quiet for four days
straight! I signed up anyway. Here's what happened:
Our days were structured into morning, noon, and evening group prayer times. In between we were free to explore
the beautiful woods surrounding the retreat center, walk the labyrinth, or find a quiet place to write in a journal.
These times and meals were in silence. We were asked to turn off computers, cellphones, and avoid entertaining
ourselves, even with books. After evening prayer, we met as a group for lessons on the topics of solitude, silence,
and prayer. There was time to talk about how each of us dealt with the silence and the initial awkwardness of being
quiet in a group. We broke into smaller groups for more discussion. The second day was easier. The third was
comfortable.
By the end of the retreat, I knew that things would be different when I reentered my busy life. After spending days in
silence, it doesn't seem so difficult now to sit quietly for 20 minutes and empty my chattering mind. Even when the
noise keeps going, just the awareness and intention to listen for God is a powerful change. The Big Silence was
really an invitation to all the participants to make a commitment to a more nuanced way of living and experiencing
God's presence."
Martha Bassett, participant at The Big Silence Retreat

Where Do Flood Buckets Go?
REV. BRAD HINTON - PASTOR OF MISSIONS

For years, United Methodist congregations across Western North Carolina
have assembled flood buckets, also known as UMCOR cleaning kits, to help
provide cleaning supplies for those affected by floods, hurricanes, and
other disasters. This is part of a multi-faceted approach by the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) to provide hope, healing, and
humanitarian relief to those whose lives have been disrupted.
Maybe you have put together one of these kits in the past and thought to
yourself, “I wonder where this kit will go?”
Typically, after flood buckets are prepared, one of two things happens: Either they go directly to the site of a recent
disaster, or they are sent to a regional warehouse for future deployment. The WNC Conference houses one of those
regional warehouses, which we call the Mission Response Center, in Terrell, NC.
After Hurricane Ian made landfall in Southwest Florida, Davidson UMC
Missions, in partnership with the WNC Conference, responded, offering
compassion and support to those affected by the storm. At the request of
the Florida Conference, we deployed flood buckets from our Mission
Response Center to Fort Myers, Florida.
After two days of driving, Davidson UMC Missions arrived in Fort Myers,
only eight days after the hurricane made landfall. We delivered the flood
buckets to two United Methodist churches, which served as distribution
hubs. We learned that the community quickly picked up the buckets as
soon as they heard of the availability of the cleaning supplies.
Long before we knew of Hurricane Ian, United Methodists from around the
conference had been coming together to assemble buckets so that when
the time came for the supplies to be deployed, they were ready. If you have
ever put together a flood bucket, thank you! Thank you for helping our
church to be prepared to respond quickly when the need arose. Thank you
for offering compassion and support for those affected by the storm.
Learn more about flood buckets at https://umcmission.org/umcorcleaning-kit/. Feel free to reach out to me at bhinton@davidsonumc.org to
learn more about disaster response ministry at Davidson UMC and beyond.

DUMC November MAD Collection
Our November MAD collection is for the Joy Store.
Bring your donations of NEW wrapping paper, bags, bows, and name tags to the collection bins in the
Gathering Space or Church Office.

Davidson UMC Building Project
November 2022 Update
October’s project progression is moving along according to schedule. Our foundations and footings are in place.
The electrical and plumbing subgrade rough-in is complete. Approximately 100 tons of steel has been delivered
to the site. The uprights, crossmembers, and girders are nearing completion phase. Decking is being installed
and the welding process is ongoing - “Steel Is Flying!”

October 2022 was great for
construction at DUMC!!
Below listed are several
accomplishments
• Foundations have been poured
• 100 Tons of steel has been
delivered
• A large portion of our steel
structure is in place 😊
• Thankfully, we’ve progressed thus
far with zero safety occurrences on
our site. Please pray for continued
good results on this front.

November 2022 Targeted Milestones
Structural steel erection completion
Decking and details completion
Low roofing, membrane, and curb installation
Stay tuned for more updates to come.

A Time to Be Thankful
REV. MEREDITH HINTON - NEXT GENERATION MINISTRY ARCHITECT

October brought a lot of wonderful happenings for our children and youth: the
pumpkin patch, Group 45, Bibles for third and fourth graders, and of course, trunk-ortreat! We also give praise to God for Katie Davidson who is our new, part-time Next
Generation Ministry Team Admin. Katie has tremendous gifts and is a positive
addition to our team. Please find a time to stop by our office in the Goodrum House
to welcome her and say hello!
The leaves have changed, the temperature has changed (for the most part), and now
we welcome November with open arms. In the spirit of thankfulness, I would like to
say thank you to each one of you for the ways you have walked alongside our team in
this transition. Brittany, Evan, (now) Katie, and I are so glad to be in ministry
together. We absolutely love Davidson UMC, the staff, and the people. Please do not
hesitate to reach out if you are interested in partnering with us in any capacity.

Bible Milestone

BRITTANY VIEHMANN - DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

We joyfully celebrated our younger friends in third and
fourth grade as they received their Bibles. We had time
for family fellowship and learning about how their new
Bible is an opportunity for them to be able to take time
with God. After our time together in the Chapel, the
Davidson UMC congregation prayed for our children
when each child was presented their Bible in our
worship service. We are grateful to be able to give each
of these children and their families a Bible that is
specific to their age. It is our hope that this will provide
an opportunity for children and their familes to grow in
their knowledge and relationship with God.

Fun Facts About the DUMC
Library!
Questions?
Contact Librarian
Gail Spach at
gspach@davidsonumc.org

The Great DUMC Pumpkin Patch
EVAN NESTER - DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES

Since it's establishment in 2004, the DUMC Great Pumpkin
Patch has become a staple of the Davidson community. It sees
hundreds of visitors each year and has become a fall tradition
for countless families. As each year passes, the patch becomes
more and more successful not only thanks to the support of
the community, but because of our church family. The money
raised from the patch serves two purposes: First, it supports
our own students by helping them pay for youth-related
events (mission trips, choirs trips, and special activities.)
Second, a percentage of the money is placed in the Youth
Impact Fund (YIF). In the past year, the YIF has been used to
support the Cornelius Neighborhood Care Center, Bags for
Hope, A Roof Above, and FeedNC. All of which our middle and
high school students have an active hand in.
We want to offer a special thank you to all of our patch workers who helped care for the pumpkins throughout
October. We are also grateful for Mark Plott of Farm Fresh Market who provides us with pumpkins each year.

Davidson Wesley Student Spotlight:
Alice Guth
CINDY TURNER - COLLEGE CAMPUS LIASON

Davidson Wesley has had a busy month! We took students on a fall retreat to Lake Lure and had a great time
growing closer to God and each other. We also continue to meet on Tuesday nights and are looking forward to
many fun holiday events coming up.
Every month, we highlight one of our Davidson Wesley students to
help our congregation connect with this important ministry on
campus. This month, our Wesley Student Spotlight is Alice Guth!
Alice is a sophomore Computer Science major at Davidson College.
She is from Asheville, NC and is a member of Mars Hill United
Methodist Church. In addition to Davidson Wesley, Alice is also a
member of Davidson Club Running, a math tutor, and a fellow for the
Humanities program on campus.
Alice joined Wesley because she wanted to discover if she desired to remain involved with her faith once she was
on her own in college. After attending the first meeting, she realized it would be a vital hour of her week where
she could re-center her focus and be a part of something meaningful. She says she loves Wesley because it is a
non-judgmental group where everyone can share what is going on in their lives and grow in faith together.
If you would like to get involved with DUMC's campus ministry at Davidson College as a member of the College
Ministry Committee or a snack provider, please contact Cindy Turner at cindyjturner@gmail.com.

The DUMC 2023 Stewardship Campaign
has kicked off and you should have
received a letter in the mail. If you did
not get one, please let us know!
Please fill out your pledge card and mail
it back to the church or drop off in the
Church Office. If you have any financial
questions about giving, please contact
Sarah Haynes at (704) 892-8277 ext. 235.

